This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

6. “The Expression of Love!”              

Study Guide for:  October 13-14, 2007                                                     Scripture:  I John 2:1-6                   

Theme:  “Obedience is a reflection and response of our love for God!”                                                    

READ IT:

When Martin Luther rediscovered the basic biblical truth, “that a person can become right with God by putting his faith in Jesus Christ alone”,—he found himself spiritually freed.  No longer was he weighed down by a guilty conscience that he was not good enough, and no efforts of his own could free him from guilt.  Out of this discovery came the Reformation in 1517. It’s only by the grace and mercy of God alone to which a  man owes his salvation.

But since that time there have been those who have misinterpreted “faith” to be a mere affirmation of words, some positive thoughts, and that amazing grace doesn’t include any obligations.

Yes, God’s gift of salvation is a free gift to be received simply by putting one’s trust and faith in Jesus.  However, for faith to qualify as saving faith, it is validated by obedience.  Our Lord Jesus made it clear that the only faith that counts is a faith that results in doing the “will of the Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21) and what is God’s will?  “For this is the will of God, your sanctification” (IThes.4:3). That means our lives are to more and more reflect the presence of Christ.

But, isn’t that legalism? Some will say.  No, we do not obey God’s will to earn, merit, or achieve salvation or a status with God.  Rather, obedience is one side of the coin of which faith is the other.  As the old hymn writer wrote, “Trust and obey there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”

When we obey our Lord, knowing how much He loves us, our obedience becomes the reflection and response of our love for God.

KNOW:

1 What picture does the Apostle John paint in I John 1:5-6?                                 
· What does it mean to “walk in darkness” or  to “walk in light”?               

2 As John writes to counteract the false teachers, what do you think they were erroneously teaching about God and having fellowship with Him?     (I John 1:8-10)

3 What test did John describe for determining whether or not a person truly knows God? (2:3-6)

4 How is this test useful in distinguishing who actually is a Christian?

5 How are love and obedience connected and why must they be linked?       (John 15:8-11)

BE:

1 How  do you react to a Christian whose actions negates his words?                                                     
2 Which “sin” separates us from God: Unknown sin?  Unavoidable sin? Continuous sin?  One tiny sin? None of these?  All of these? Why?
3 Does being a “follower of Jesus” mean that we’re always obedient to Him?  What does He expect us to do when we do sin?  (I John 1:9)
4 In what area is Jesus very concerned that we are obedient to Him?  (John 14:12,         Eph. 4:32; 5:2)         
DO:

1 Reflect on the love you think God has for you?  How do you know He loves you?                                                                            

2 What area in your life do you need to examine in order to better reflect your love for God and for his family?     

3 What are sin-strongholds in your life that need to be broken through love?                                
